
 

Today’s Bible Verses 
9 NOVEMBER 2018 

 

Today's 4 verses, read in order, are Part 5 of one of Isaiah's prophecies about the 
first coming and return of Jesus the Messiah. 
 
a "Do you not know? Have you not heard? Yahweh is the everlasting God, the Creator 
of the whole earth." 
Isaiah 40:28  (1 of 4 for Nov 9) 
 
b [Yahweh] never grows faint or weary. He gives strength to the weary and 
strengthens the powerless." 
Isaiah 40:28, 29  (2 of 4 for Nov 9) 
 
c "Youths may faint and grow weary, and young men stumble and fall, but those who 
trust in Yahweh will renew their strength." 
Isaiah 40:30,31  (3 of 4 for Nov 9) 
 
d "[The youths] will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they 
will walk and not faint." 
Isaiah 40:31  (4 of 4 for Nov 9) 
 
__________ 
 
(ALL VERSES ARE EXCERPTED FROM THE HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE, HCSB.) 

 
 

The Bible verses in the box above are this day’s verses which 
I selected for my daily posting on both FACEBOOK and TWITTER. 

 
SEE ALSO: 

ChristOurPassover.org 
 
 

ADDITIONAL VERSES: 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Welcome to this “Additional Verses” Bible study of the text of 
 Handel’s choral masterpiece, Messiah. 

At the end of his 259-page manuscript of the work, Handel wrote the letters  

“SDG” — Soli Deo Gloria, “To God alone the glory.”  

https://www.facebook.com/GroverProctor
https://twitter.com/GBP2
http://www.christourpassover.org/


Let us approach the inspired words and glorious music  
with this same devotion. 

 

 
PART TWO 

 

PART 4a Betrayal and Death of Messiah 

HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE 

 

 

27. Accompagnato Tenor 

All they that see Him laugh Him to 

scorn; they shoot out their lips, and 

shake their heads, saying: 

   

28. Chorus 

"He trusted in God that He would 

deliver Him; let Him deliver Him, if 

He delight in Him."   

 

 

 
My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?  
Why are You so far from my deliverance  
and from my words of groaning?  
My God, I cry by day, but You do not answer,  
by night, yet I have no rest.  
But You are holy,  
enthroned on the praises of Israel.  
Our fathers trusted in You;  
they trusted, and You rescued them.  
They cried to You and were set free;  
they trusted in You and were not disgraced.  
Everyone who sees me mocks me;  
they sneer and shake their heads:  
“He relies on Yahweh;  
let Him rescue him;  
let Yahweh deliver him,  
since He takes pleasure in him.”  
You took me from the womb,  
making me secure while at my mother’s breast.  
I was given over to You at birth;  
You have been my God from my mother’s womb.  
Do not be far from me, because distress is near  
and there is no one to help. 

PSALM 22:1-5,7-11 

__________ 

We shift now to Part 4 of this study of the message (and 
the Biblical context of that message) of Handel’s Messiah -- 
the Betrayal and Death of Messiah.  
As He was dying on the stake, Jesus at one point turned 
His face toward God His Father, and cried out, “My God, 
my God, why have You forsaken Me?” You can see in the 
text above that He was quoting from Psalm 22. Jennens 
and Handel did not use that famous quotation in Messiah, 
but a few verses down did provide inspiration for them. 
Psalm 22 is considered a true Messianic prophecy, but it 
was written in the first person by David, as if he were 
calling out to his God for rescue. No doubt that’s exactly 
what David was doing, but the duality of meaning (David 
and Messiah) is unquestionable. 
By reading David’s own words about himself, it is as if we 
were hearing Jesus the Christ. 

My God, why have You forsaken Me? 
Why are You so far from Me? 
Everyone that sees me mocks me. 
They say, “He trusted in Yahweh; 
Let Yahweh rescue Him if He will.” 

The context here is that, at the time when God apparently 
has turned His back on His Son, Jesus responded by 
quoting from His friend David. It was a very human 
response when David wrote it; it was an equal affirmation 
of the humanity and deity of Jesus when He called out in 
that way as He was dying. 
When you read these very real and powerful physical 
reminders of the humanity of Christ, as His body is 
sacrificed in excruciatingly inhumane ways, how do you 
feel? Couple that with Jesus the Messiah’s assertion that, if 

https://youtu.be/B2FoyxG2Auc
https://youtu.be/B2FoyxG2Auc?t=39


He wanted, He could “call on My Father and He will provide 
Me at once with more than 12 legions of angels.” 
He knew He could escape the final act of His earthly life, if 
He wanted to. But He loved us (His creation) so much that 
He endured everything solely for our benefit. 
 

 

29. Accompagnato Tenor 

Thy rebuke hath broken His heart: He 

is full of heaviness. He looked for 

some to have pity on Him, but there 

was no man, neither found He any to 

comfort him. 

   

30. Arioso Tenor 

Behold, and see if there be any sorrow 

like unto His sorrow. 

 

 
Answer me, Yahweh,  
for Your faithful love is good;  
in keeping with Your great compassion,  
turn to me.  
Don’t hide Your face from Your servant,  
for I am in distress.  
Answer me quickly!  
Draw near to me and redeem me;  
ransom me because of my enemies.  
You know the insults I endure —  
my shame and disgrace.  
You are aware of all my adversaries.  
Insults have broken my heart,  
and I am in despair.  
I waited for sympathy,  
but there was none;  
for comforters, but found no one.  
Instead, they gave me gall for my food,  
and for my thirst  
they gave me vinegar to drink. 

PSALM 69:16-21 

__________ 

Another of the Davidic Psalms, number 69, is used next by 
Jennens and Handel. And once again, it is one that David 
wrote in the first person, but that is strongly identified with 
the future Messiah. 
We hear Messiah (through David’s words) telling us of His 
deep personal hurt at the rejection He received from 
humanity. John’s Gospel summed it up perfectly: 
He was in the world, and the world was created through 
Him, yet the world did not recognize Him. He came to His 
own, and His own people did not receive Him.  
[John 1:10–11] 
Jesus the Messiah, we are told in the NT, was the One 
who stood outside of time and space and said, “Let there 
be light” and the entirety of the universe came into being. It 
was Jesus who knew Abraham (“Before Abraham was, I 
AM,” He said). It was Jesus who led the descendants of 
Israel out of Egypt for 40 years (“They drank from a 
spiritual rock that followed them, and that rock was Christ.” 
1 Corinthians 10:4) 
And yet… as the modern translation says, 

Insults have broken my heart, 
And I am in despair. 
I waited for sympathy, 
But there was none; 
For comforters, but found no one. 

Alone and abandoned, knowing what was about to happen, 
our Creator and God was left alone by His children. 
Could we today ever believe that we, ourselves, would run 
away and leave our Redeemer and our God to face 
humiliation, torture, and death – alone? 
And yet, His closest friends (the disciples) did just that. 

 
Jerusalem has sinned grievously;  
therefore, she has become an object of scorn.  
All who honored her now despise her,  
for they have seen her nakedness.  
She herself groans and turns away.  

https://youtu.be/ubjRjqDKNfI
https://youtu.be/ubjRjqDKNfI?t=100


Her uncleanness stains her skirts.  
She never considered her end.  
Her downfall was astonishing;  
there was no one to comfort her.  
Yahweh, look on my affliction,  
for the enemy triumphs!  

The adversary has seized  
all her precious belongings.  
She has even seen the nations  
enter her sanctuary —  
those You had forbidden  
to enter Your assembly.  

All her people groan  
while they search for bread.  
They have traded their precious belongings for food  
in order to stay alive.  
Yahweh, look and see  
how I have become despised.  

Is this nothing to you, all you who pass by?  
Look and see!  
Is there any pain like mine,  
which was dealt out to me,  
which Yahweh made me suffer  
on the day of His burning anger? 

LAMENTATIONS 1:8-12 

__________ 

The musical selection that follows comes from the Book of 
Lamentations, written by Jeremiah the prophet. Like David, 
Jeremiah wrote of his own feelings of sorrow and need, but 
for him it was over the impending destruction of Jerusalem 
and the Temple, and the captivity of the kingdom of Judah. 
The Messianic overtones of this one verse that Jennens 
selected are as poignant as they are obvious. 
“Look and see! Is there any pain like mine which was dealt 
out to me, which Yahweh made me suffer?” 
All of these dual passages show that Jesus the Christ’s 
suffering – far from being lesser because He was God and 
He knew He would be resurrected – was made more 
intense and personal. (I have heard some people make the 
claim that Jesus did not suffer as we would have done in 
the same circumstances.) 
By using the words of David, Jeremiah, and the Suffering 
Servant of Isaiah to describe how Messiah would end His 
earthly days, God has plainly shown us the deep humanity 
that was coupled with Messiah’s infinitely ascendant 
divinity. 
Can your mind fit around these two extremes? Can you 
imagine how His dual nature created, not less of a burden, 
but more of a conflict for Jesus the Messiah? 
He knew who He had been prior to Bethlehem, and He 
knew that’s where He would be going back. But He had to 
face, more than any other human ever, the rejection and 
deep hurt of having His own turn against Him. 
Are there ways we still turn against Him today? 

 

 



 INFORMATION ON THIS STUDY 

One of the most powerful, 
beautiful, sublime, and Biblically 
correct works of art is Messiah by 
German-turned-English composer 
George Friedrich Handel. Composed 
in a 24-day burst of inspiration in 
1741, Messiah has become one of the 
most popular of “classical” music’s 
religious expressions.  

Handel’s friend Charles Jennens, 
a wealthy landowner and devout 
Anglican, created the text for Messiah 

directly from Scripture. Messiah is therefore a rich (and richly Biblical) digest of the 
life, ministry, death, and future kingdom of Jesus the Christ. In this series of 
“Additional Verses,” we will read (and, if you like, listen to) the original text of 
Handel’s work – AND we will mirror them with an expanded, context-laden study of 
the Scriptures surrounding those Jennens chose and Handel set to music. 

We will work our way through the entire text of Messiah, day by day. You will 
find each day’s excerpt from Handel’s libretto in the left column, and the expanded 
(but wholly Biblical) context for each of the musical numbers in the right column. (See 
above.) In addition to the Scripture in the right column, I will add periodic notes and 
thought questions, which you will always find in this burgundy color. (I was taught by 
a truly great man and mentor of mine that true learning and understanding happens 
best when you are asked the “next question,” so that’s what I will endeavor to do for 
you.) 

I have designed it so that either column can be read straight down, in order to 
get the narrative (left column for Handel’s message in his music; right column to see 
that message in magnified Biblical context). I have also put each musical number in its 
own row, so you may read across the columns for each selection to compare the 
Handel/Jennens text with the HCSB translation with context. 

I have added a special bonus to this series: If you should wish to listen to a 
scintillating performance of the musical number in each day’s section of Handel’s 
Messiah, there are links in the left column you can use to take you there! I would 
listen, if I were you. (There is more information on the audio files and Messiah 
below.) 

At the end of his 259-page manuscript of Messiah, Handel wrote the letters 
“SDG” — Soli Deo Gloria, “To God alone the glory.” Let us approach the inspired 
words and glorious music with this same devotion. 

 

Hallelujah: for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. 
The kingdom of this world is become  

the kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ;  
and He shall reign for ever and ever. 

King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 
Hallelujah! 

 
 
 



ADDITIONAL NOTES ON HANDEL’S MESSIAH 

Charles Jennens (right) pulled together the OT 
and NT passages that became the “little book” 
(Italian: Libretto) for his friend, composer George 
Friedrich Handel (left) to use in his massive 
choral work, Messiah. 

The libretto compiled by Jennens comprises 
passages from the Authorized (King James) 
Version of the Bible and Psalms from the 
Anglican Book of Common Prayer (which come 

from the poetic 1535 Miles Coverdale translation). 
For performance purposes, Handel divided the work into three sections, but to suit our study 

here, I have chosen to break it up into these five: 
1. Messianic Prophecies 
2. Birth of Messiah 
3. Ministry of Messiah 
4. Suffering and Death of Messiah 
5. Resurrection and Triumphal Return 

As Christians, we share a belief in the inspiration of Scripture, and so a study of these “Additional 
Verses” makes perfect sense, I believe, in the context of these daily emails. However, we have the 
added bonus in this case of the gloriously and sublimely beautiful music associated with our study. 
Handel’s Messiah sits among my top five or so favorite musical works – ever. I have attended many live 
performances of it (notably in Duke Chapel in Durham, NC), and I own and listen to multiple versions of 
it in my vinyl and CD collections.  

I never even come close to tiring of the work, and am always lifted up in both lyrical and spiritual 
realms by it. If you are not familiar with it (except maybe for the universally loved “Hallelujah” Chorus), 
then do yourself a favor and listen to it. If you already know and love it, listen to the recording I’ve 
linked to in this study.  

(The links are found in the left column, in the description of each selection. Just click, and it will 
open your browser, take you to YouTube, and play that selection. I absolutely encourage you to use 
good quality headphones!) 

As a result of the generosity of its publisher who made the recording available online, we have the 
opportunity to marry our study of the text with one of the greatest, truly classic recordings of Messiah 
of all time. (There is complete information about this recording in the Credits section, at the bottom of 
this email.) 

I would welcome any comments or questions you may have about this (admittedly unusual) form 
of Bible study. Thank you! 

 

 
 
 

----------------------------------------- 
USAGE OF THE NAME OF GOD IN THESE STUDIES 

As I do in all my Daily and Additional Verses, whenever an OT passage contains the four-letter 

Name of God  יהוה  (transliteration: YHVH or YHWH), I change the translation from The LORD 

to Yahweh. 
I don’t do this for reasons of doctrine (or because I think my prayers won’t be heard if I don’t 
pronounce God’s name correctly!) – but simply because in the original Hebrew, the word is a 
proper name. (See Exodus 3:15 below.)  
And as such, I believe to read the text in a way that uses a proper name (and not a title, like 
Lord) conveys more accurate information. Paul told us that “All Scripture is inspired by God,” 
and so why wouldn’t we want to read it the way He inspired it? While it is true that the correct 
pronunciation of YHWH has been lost, “Yahweh” is probably our era’s most commonly used 
equivalent. 

God also said to Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: Yahweh, the God of your fathers, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. 
This is My name forever; this is how I am to be remembered in every generation.” 
[Exodus 3:15] 



----------------------------------------- 
 

 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable  
for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness,  

so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17  (HCSB) 

 
 

The additional verses which are below 
the Daily Verses will only appear In 
these emails (which are also posted on 
some websites). The current series 
(begun 31 October 2018) of these 
“Additional Verses” takes the Scriptural 
words from the great choral work 
Messiah by Handel and uses them as a 
springboard to examine the context of 
the birth, ministry, character, death, and 
Kingdom of Jesus the Christ. 
 
If you know of others who would like to 
receive these Daily Verses emails – free 
of charge, of course – just have them 
send me their email address.  
I will never allow anyone but me to see or 
to use the email addresses entrusted to 
me, and I will use them only for the 
purpose of these Daily Verses. Promise. 
                                               –GBP2 

How Did All of This Get Started? 
 

In early 2017, I wrote a computer app that 
“knows” all 66 books and 1189 chapters 
which the Bible comprises. When run, it 
selects a totally random chapter in the Bible, 
and keeps track of the ones that have been 
selected. That way, I can work my way 
through all 1189 chapters, without the app 
ever giving me a duplicate. 
 
I first used this for Bible study, and later 
decided that choosing one or more verses 
from each chapter would make a good series 
of Facebook posts. 
 
I began posting them on December 8, 2017, 
and have been doing it daily ever since. I later 
added them to my Twitter account, and am 
now sending them by email, for those who 
prefer to get them this way. 

 

 
 

TO UNSUBSCRIBE: 
If you do not wish to receive these daily emails, please feel free any time to hit “Reply” and tell me. 

I know that mailbox clutter is greatly annoying, and that is certainly not my intention for this! 

 
 
 

 

Research for this publication was assisted by Faithlife Corporation's Logos Bible Software 7. 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB).  
Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible Publishers. 

 
 

ALL NON-BIBLICAL, NON-QUOTED CONTENT © 2018, DR. GROVER B. PROCTOR, JR. 

 
____________ 
 

https://www.logos.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Holman-Christian-Standard-Bible-HCSB/#booklist


CREDITS: 

Portrait of G.F. Handel: attrib. Balthasar Denner (1685-1749); National Portrait Gallery, London 
(75 x 63 cm). 

Portrait of Chas. Jennens: Thomas Hudson (1701-1779); Handel & Hendrix, London (122 x 98 
cm). 

Messiah: An Oratorio: Handel's autograph manuscript of the title page of Messiah, 1741. 

Handel: Messiah (recording): L’Oiseau-Lyre (Decca) edition (1991), provided to YouTube by 
Universal Music Group North America. Judith Nelson, Emma Kirkby, Carolyn Watkinson, Paul 
Elliott, David Thomas; Choir of Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford; The Academy of Ancient Music, 
Christopher Hogwood, director. 

 
 


