
 

Today’s Bible Verses 
23 SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

Today's 5 verses, read in order, tell of an "O you of little faith" encounter between 
Christ and His disciples. 
 
a "The disciples reached the other shore, and they had forgotten to take bread." 
Matthew 16:5  (1 of 5 for Sep 23) 
 
b "Then Jesus told them, ‘Watch out and beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.’" 
Matthew 16:6  (2 of 5 for Sep 23) 
 
c "And they discussed among themselves, ‘We didn’t bring any bread.’" 
Matthew 16:7  (3 of 5 for Sep 23) 
 
d "Aware of this, Jesus said, ‘You of little faith! Why are you discussing among 
yourselves that you do not have bread?’" 
Matthew 16:8  (4 of 5 for Sep 23) 
 
e "‘Don’t you understand that when I told you, “Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees,” it wasn’t about bread?’" 
Matthew 16:11  (5 of 5 for Sep 23) 
 
__________ 
 
(ALL VERSES ARE EXCERPTED FROM THE HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE, HCSB.) 

 
 

The Bible verses in the box above are this day’s verses which 
I selected for my daily posting on both FACEBOOK and TWITTER. 

 
ADDITIONAL VERSES: 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

JESUS OF NAZARETH IS MESSIAH: 
OT PROPHECIES AND THEIR NT FULFILLMENT 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Then Jesus told them, “Everything written about Me  

in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 
LUKE 24: 44 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Birth of Messiah 

Part 3: Parentage – Mother 

The signal and necessary event for the Incarnation of God, in order that He could live 
a full life as a human being, was for Him to be born. Our Christian culture has spent the 

https://www.facebook.com/GroverProctor
https://twitter.com/GBP2


last 2000 years memorializing the events leading up to His birth, the nativity itself, and all 
that unfolded in the first months and years afterward. Christianity even created a non-
Biblical holiday (Christmas) to celebrate that one event. 

Therefore, it is reasonable to suspect that, as Scripture [OT] was accumulating 
prophecies of the future Messiah’s life and death, it would also provide predictions of His 
birth. And so it does. 

Thanks to the heights of popularity to which Christmas has risen, it is no wonder that 
the central prophecy that focuses on Messiah’s human conception and birth (as opposed 
to the Incarnation of His spiritual, divine Self) is probably about as well known as any OT 
verse (excepting, perhaps, “In the beginning God…” and “The Lord [Yahweh] is my 
shepherd”). 

It is the second half of a single verse: Isaiah 7:14. 
That prophecy, when read in context, could almost whiz by our 21st century minds 

without notice. God is having a conversation with Ahaz, king of Judah, with the prophet 
Isaiah playing intermediary. The context in which this famous one-verse prophecy sits 
appears for all the world to be a warning from God about the King of Assyria coming to do 
battle with the nation of Judah. God [Yahweh] says to Ahaz, “Ask for a sign about what 
things will be like when this happens.” Ahaz demurs, saying he will not “test Yahweh” by 
asking for a sign. 

Isaiah’s anger flames, and his words back to Ahaz are fierce: “Listen, house of David! 
Is it not enough for you to try the patience of men? Will you also try the patience of my 
God? Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign…”  

So what comes next? What is the sign that God is giving to King Ahaz about the 
impending invasion of the King of Assyria? It is this: 

Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 
[Isaiah 7:14, KJV] 

If it were not for Matthew’s gospel being inspired to tell us what this “sign” truly 
means in the larger context, we might not have ever figured out that it was one of the 
most important Messianic prophecies ever given. 

(Both the Isaiah verse, and the explanation of its meaning in Matthew, are given 
below, taken from the HCSB.) 

MESSIAH WAS PROPHESIED TO HAVE A HUMAN MOTHER 

[OT]  Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive, have a son, 
and name him Immanuel. [Isaiah 7:14] 

JESUS WAS PROPHESIED TO BE BORN TO MARY (HEBREW: MYRIAM) 

[NT]  Then the angel told [Mary]: 
“Now listen:  
You will conceive and give birth to a son,  
and you will call His name Jesus.  
He will be great  
and will be called the Son of the Most High,  
and the Lord God will give Him  
the throne of His father David.  
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,  
and His kingdom will have no end.” 

Mary asked the angel, “How can this be, since I have not been intimate with a man?”  
The angel replied to her:  

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,  
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  
Therefore, the holy One to be born  
will be called the Son of God.” [Luke 1:30,31–35] 

JESUS IS DESCRIBED BY MATTHEW AS THE FULFILLMENT OF ISAIAH’S PROPHECY 

[NT]  The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: After His mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, it was discovered before they came together that she was 
pregnant by the Holy Spirit. So her husband Joseph, being a righteous man, and not 
wanting to disgrace her publicly, decided to divorce her secretly.  



But after he had considered these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, because what has been conceived in her is by the Holy Spirit. She 
will give birth to a son, and you are to name Him Jesus, because He will save His 
people from their sins.” 

Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: 

See, the virgin will become pregnant  
and give birth to a son,  
and they will name Him Immanuel,  

which is translated “God is with us.” [Matthew 1:18–23] 

JESUS HAD A NORMAL HUMAN BIRTH 

[NT]  While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. Then she gave birth 
to her firstborn Son, and she wrapped Him snugly in cloth and laid Him in a feeding 
trough — because there was no room for them at the lodging place. [Luke 2:6–7] 
 

----------------------------------------- 
44 OT PROPHECIES OF MESSIAH HAVE BEEN QUOTED HERE IN 20 ISSUES TO DATE. 

( UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ALL SCRIPTURE IS QUOTED FROM HCSB ) 
----------------------------------------- 

NOTES ON PROPHECIES AND FULFILLMENTS: OT prophecies are consistently shown against the left 
margin, with their NT fulfillments indented immediately underneath. In order to be included, each 
“fulfillment” must have been described as such in the works of at least one Biblical scholar. 
Therefore, not every OT reference will be joined to a NT verse. (See my current References list for 
this series, found at bottom.) 

----------------------------------------- 
USAGE OF THE NAME OF GOD 

As I do in all my Daily and Additional Verses, whenever an OT passage contains the four-letter Name 

of God  יהוה  (transliteration: YHVH or YHWH), I change the translation from The LORD to Yahweh. 

I don’t do this for reasons of doctrine (or because I think my prayers won’t be heard if I don’t 
pronounce God’s name correctly!) – but simply because in the original Hebrew, the word is a proper 
name. (See Exodus 3:15 below.)  
And as such, I believe to read the text in a way that uses a proper name (and not a title, like Lord) 
conveys more accurate information. Paul told us that “All Scripture is inspired by God,” and so why 
wouldn’t we want to read it the way He inspired it? While it is true that the correct pronunciation of 
YHWH has been lost, “Yahweh” is probably our era’s most commonly used equivalent. 

God also said to Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: Yahweh, the God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My 
name forever; this is how I am to be remembered in every generation.” [Exodus 3:15] 

----------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable  
for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness,  

so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17  (HCSB) 

 
 



The additional verses which are below 
the Daily Verses will only appear In 
these emails (which are also posted on 
some websites). The current series 
(begun September 4, 2018) of these 
“extra” verses codifies and examines the 
Old Testament prophecies of Messiah, 
and matches them with their New 
Testament fulfillment. The series begins 
with a structured look at the earliest OT 
Messianic prophecies, and then examines 
aspects of Christ’s earthly ministry (e.g., 
birth, ministry, character, death, 
resurrection, etc.) 
 
If you know of others who would like to 
receive these Daily Verses emails – free 
of charge, of course – just have them 
send me their email address.  
I will never allow anyone but me to see or 
to use the email addresses entrusted to 
me, and I will use them only for the 
purpose of these Daily Verses. Promise. 
                                               –GBP2 

How Did All of This Get Started? 
 

In early 2017, I wrote a computer app that 
“knows” all 66 books and 1189 chapters 
which the Bible comprises. When run, it 
selects a totally random chapter in the Bible, 
and keeps track of the ones that have been 
selected. That way, I can work my way 
through all 1189 chapters, without the app 
ever giving me a duplicate. 
 
I first used this for Bible study, and later 
decided that choosing one or more verses 
from each chapter would make a good series 
of Facebook posts. 
 
I began posting them on December 8, 2017, 
and have been doing it daily ever since. I later 
added them to my Twitter account, and am 
now sending them by email, for those who 
prefer to get them this way. 

 

 
 

If you do not wish to receive these daily emails, please feel free any time to hit “Reply” and tell me. 
I know that mailbox clutter is greatly annoying, and that is certainly not my intention for this! 

 
 
 

 

Research for this publication was assisted by Faithlife Corporation's Logos Bible Software 7. 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB).  
Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible Publishers. 

 
 
  

https://www.logos.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Holman-Christian-Standard-Bible-HCSB/#booklist
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