
 

Today’s Bible Verses 
21 NOVEMBER 2018 

 

Today's 3 verses are from a song Moses sang for the Israelites just before his death. 
 
"Pay attention, heavens, and I will speak; listen, earth, to the words of my mouth. For I 
will proclaim Yahweh’s name." 
Deuteronomy 32:1,3  (1 of 3 for Nov 21) 
 
"His work is perfect; all His ways are entirely just. A faithful God, without prejudice, He 
is righteous and true." 
Deuteronomy 32:4  (2 of 3 for Nov 21) 
 
"See now that I alone am He; there is no God but Me. I bring death and I give life; I 
wound and I heal." 
Deuteronomy 32:39  (3 of 3 for Nov 21) 
 
__________ 
 
(ALL VERSES ARE EXCERPTED FROM THE HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE, HCSB.) 

 
 

The Bible verses in the box above are this day’s verses which 
I selected for my daily posting on both FACEBOOK and TWITTER. 

 
SEE ALSO: 

ChristOurPassover.org 
 
 

ADDITIONAL VERSES: 
 

A NEW SERIES! 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Welcome to this “Additional Verses” Bible Study of the text of 
 Handel’s choral masterpiece, Israel in Egypt. 

Sing ye to the Lord,  
for He hath triumphed gloriously! 

The Lord shall reign for ever and ever! 
The Lord is my strength and my song;  

https://www.facebook.com/GroverProctor
https://twitter.com/GBP2
http://www.christourpassover.org/


He is become my salvation. 
The Lord shall reign for ever and ever! 

 
 

 
PART ONE 

 

Overture  
SELECTION BEGINS AT 0:00 

Handel’s Overture to Solomon 

is used in this recording. 

 

PART 1a The Exodus 

HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE 

 

 

1. Recitative (tenor) 
SELECTION BEGINS AT 8:20 

Now there arose a new king over 

Egypt, which knew not Joseph; and he 

set over Israel taskmasters to afflict 

them with burthens, and they made 

them serve with rigour.  

 

 
A new king, who had not known Joseph, came to 
power in Egypt.  

He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are 
more numerous and powerful than we are. Let us 
deal shrewdly with them; otherwise they will multiply 
further, and if war breaks out, they may join our 
enemies, fight against us, and leave the country.”  

So the Egyptians assigned taskmasters over the 
Israelites to oppress them with forced labor.  

They built Pithom and Rameses as supply cities for 
Pharaoh. But the more they oppressed them, the 
more they multiplied and spread so that the 
Egyptians came to dread the Israelites.  

They worked the Israelites ruthlessly  

and made their lives bitter with difficult labor in brick 
and mortar and in all kinds of fieldwork. They 
ruthlessly imposed all this work on them. 

EXODUS 1:8-14 

__________ 

The choral work Israel in Egypt, as Handel came to fashion 
it, has no instrumental overture written for it. So 
performances either substitute some other Handel work (as 
this performance uses the overture to the Biblically based 
work Solomon) or just begins with the tenor recitative, 
“Now there arose...” 
The Jennens-Handel text jumps right in at the point when 
“a new king” in Egypt “who knew not Joseph” had 
ascended the throne. Joseph had saved the kingdom and 
had been raised to the number two governmental position 
in all the land. But after Joseph’s death, and the rise of a 
new king who failed to remember the nation’s history, the 
descendants of Joseph and his 11 brothers (the children of 
Israel) began to be mistrusted. And that’s where this story 
begins. 
 

 

2. Alto Solo and Chorus 
SELECTION BEGINS AT 8:43 

And the children of Israel sighed by 

reason of the bondage, and their cry 

came unto God. They oppressed them 

with burthens, and made them serve 

with rigour; and their cry came up unto 

God. 

 

 
After a long time, the king of Egypt died.  

The Israelites groaned because of their difficult labor, 
and they cried out; and their cry for help ascended to 
God because of the difficult labor. 

EXODUS 2:23 

 

They worked the Israelites ruthlessly.  
EXODUS 1:13 

__________ 

https://youtu.be/H37Pr1A3ezc
https://youtu.be/H37Pr1A3ezc?t=500
https://youtu.be/H37Pr1A3ezc?t=523


The slavery of the Israelites grew in intensity and 
oppression. The KJV says they “sighed,” but the HCSB 
more accurately suggests they “groaned” and “cried out.” 
The Creator God heard those cries, and at this point He 
was about to set into motion the physical salvation of His 
chosen children. 

 

 

3. Recitative (tenor) 
SELECTION BEGINS AT 12:33 

Then sent He Moses, His servant, and 

Aaron whom He had chosen; these 

shewed His signs among them, and 

wonders in the land of Ham.  

He turned their waters into blood. 

 

 
He sent Moses His servant, and Aaron, whom He 
had chosen. They performed His miraculous signs 
among them, and wonders in the land of Ham.  
He turned their water into blood and caused their fish 
to die. 
 

PSALM 105:26-27,29 

__________ 

Moses has been looked upon as a “type” of Jesus the 
Christ, in that he was chosen by God to effect the saving of 
the people. Also as Jesus did, Moses worked miraculous 
signs, which were designed to convinced (and later force) 
Pharaoh to release the children of Israel from their 
captivity. Things began when God through Moses turned 
the waters of the Nile (over whom Pharaoh was supposed 
to be the supreme god) into blood, resulting in the death of 
the Nile’s fish. 

 

 

4. Chorus 
SELECTION BEGINS AT 13:05 

They loathed to drink of the river. He 

turned their waters into blood. 

 
Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is 
hard: he refuses to let the people go. Go to Pharaoh 
in the morning. When you see him walking out to the 
water, stand ready to meet him by the bank of the 
Nile. Take in your hand the staff that turned into a 
snake. Tell him: Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews, 
has sent me to tell you: Let My people go, so that 
they may worship Me in the wilderness, but so far 
you have not listened. This is what Yahweh says: 
Here is how you will know that I am Yahweh. Watch. 
I will strike the water in the Nile with the staff in my 
hand, and it will turn to blood.  

The fish in the Nile will die, the river will stink, and the 
Egyptians will be unable to drink water from it.” 
 

EXODUS 7:18 

 
He turned their water into blood and caused their fish 
to die. 

PSALM 105:29 

__________ 

Here we see for the first time a reference to the “hardness” 
of Pharaoh’s heart. He was a man of strong convictions, 
and it was going to take much to make him change his 
mind and to release the Israelites. 
Many are upset when they read that God “hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart.” They assume it means that God 
eliminated Pharaoh’s free will and thereby forced him to 
endure the plagues – by taking away his ability to relent 
and thereby save his own people. Let me recommend a 
short but very interesting study on translating that phrase 
from the original Hebrew, which brings the author to this 
conclusion:  
“The Lord doesn’t take away Pharaoh’s free will when he 
refuses to let the people go; rather, God reinforces or 
strengthens that will.” Click to read the article at the Israel 
Bible Center. 

https://youtu.be/H37Pr1A3ezc?t=753
https://youtu.be/H37Pr1A3ezc?t=785
https://weekly.israelbiblecenter.com/did-god-harden-pharaohs-heart/
https://weekly.israelbiblecenter.com/did-god-harden-pharaohs-heart/


 
INFORMATION ON 

THIS STUDY 

German-turned-
English composer 
George Friedrich 
Handel (1685-1759) is 
most famous, I think, 
for his sweeping, 
powerful, majestic 
choral masterpieces. The grand “Hallelujah” Chorus from his masterpiece, Messiah 
invites (urges!) all who hear it to be swept up in its grandeur. Mozart said of Handel, 
“When he chooses, he strikes like a thunderbolt!” Beethoven once said, “I bow the 
knee to Handel,” and on his deathbed, he held up a score by Handel and said, “This is 
truth!” 

In our recent study of the Biblical text of Messiah, I introduced you to Handel’s 
friend Charles Jennens, a wealthy landowner and devout Anglican, who selected the 
text for that great work directly from Scripture. Three years earlier, Jennens also 
provided (from the Bible) the libretto, or text,  for another Handel choral 
masterpiece, Israel in Egypt. And that is the subject of our new study, which begins 
today. 

Israel in Egypt, as you may suspect from the title, is the story of the freeing of 
the Israelite slaves from Egypt and the start of their journey through Sinai. Some have 
described this work as more of a “choral symphony” because of the dominant role 
the chorus (often double choruses) plays throughout. As we did in the previous 
“Additional Verses” Bible Study, we will read (and, if you like, listen to) the original 
text of Handel’s work – AND we will mirror them with an expanded, context-laden 
study of the Scriptures surrounding those Jennens chose and Handel set to music.  

We will work our way through the entire text of Israel in Egypt, day by day. You 
will find each day’s excerpt from Handel’s libretto in the left column, and the 
expanded (but wholly Biblical) context for each of the musical numbers in the right 
column. (See above.) Since this work is far more narrative in nature than Messiah, 
there will be less need for my own commentary – though I will give some when I 
think it necessary. As before, that will appear in the right column, and it will be in this 
burgundy color. (I was taught by a truly great man and mentor of mine that true 
learning and understanding happens best when you are asked the “next question,” so 
that’s what I will endeavor to do for you.) 

I have designed it so that either column can be read straight down, in order to 
get the narrative (left column for Handel’s message in his music; right column to see 
that message in magnified Biblical context). I have also put each musical number in its 
own row, so you may read across the columns for each selection to compare the 
Handel/Jennens text with the HCSB translation with context. 

I have added a special bonus to this series: If you should wish to listen to a 
scintillating performance of the musical number in each day’s section of Handel’s 
Israel in Egypt, there are links in the left column you can use to take you there! I 
would listen, if I were you. (Unlike before, when the musical selections were in 
individual Youtube files, this one is contained in one, very large file. As such, each 
time I give you a link for a specific selection, I have embedded the URL so that it will 
go directly to the location where it begins. Always therefore go to the musical 
selections from the links I have provided. There is more information on the audio file, 
this performance, and Israel in Egypt below.) 

Just as in Messiah, Handel shows a great devotion to God and to praising Him 
through this work. Let us approach the inspired words and glorious music with this 
same devotion. 

Sing ye to the Lord,  
for He hath triumphed gloriously! 

The Lord shall reign for ever and ever! 
The Lord is my strength and my song;  



He is become my salvation. 
The Lord shall reign for ever and ever! 

 
 
 

ADDITIONAL NOTES ON ISRAEL IN EGYPT 

Charles Jennens (right) pulled together the 
passages that became the “little book” (Italian: 
Libretto) for his friend, composer George 
Friedrich Handel (left) to use in his massive 
choral work, Israel in Egypt. 

The libretto compiled by Jennens comprises 
passages from the book of Exodus in Authorized 
(King James) Version of the Bible and Psalms 105 
and 106 from the Psalter of the Anglican Book of 

Common Prayer (which come from the poetic 1535 Miles Coverdale translation). 
When Israel in Egypt was first performed in 1739, it had three sections: (1) a lament over the 

death of Joseph; (2) the Exodus, from the enslavement of Israel to the crossing of the Red Sea; and (3) 
The Song of Moses (found in Exodus 15). Handel soon thereafter dropped the first part, and the work 
has been performed with just the second and third parts ever since. 

As Christians, we share a belief in the inspiration of Scripture, and so a study of these “Additional 
Verses” makes perfect sense, I believe, in the context of these daily emails. However, we have the 
added bonus in this case of the gloriously and spectacularly powerful music associated with our study.  

(The links to the music file are found in the left column, in the description of each selection. Just 
click, and it will open your browser, take you to YouTube, and play that selection. The LP of this 
recording came out in 1971, and even though it was recorded in analog, the quality of all records on this 
label is tremendous. So with that in mind, I absolutely encourage you to use good quality 
headphones!) 

(There is complete information about this recording in the Credits section, at the bottom of this 
email.) 

I would welcome any comments or questions you may have about this (admittedly unusual) form 
of Bible study. Thank you! 

 

 
 
 

----------------------------------------- 
USAGE OF THE NAME OF GOD IN THESE STUDIES 

As I do in all my Daily and Additional Verses, whenever an OT passage contains the four-letter 

Name of God  יהוה  (transliteration: YHVH or YHWH), I change the translation from The LORD 

to Yahweh. 
I don’t do this for reasons of doctrine (or because I think my prayers won’t be heard if I don’t 
pronounce God’s name correctly!) – but simply because in the original Hebrew, the word is a 
proper name. (See Exodus 3:15 below.)  
And as such, I believe to read the text in a way that uses a proper name (and not a title, like 
Lord) conveys more accurate information. Paul told us that “All Scripture is inspired by God,” 
and so why wouldn’t we want to read it the way He inspired it? While it is true that the correct 
pronunciation of YHWH has been lost, “Yahweh” is probably our era’s most commonly used 
equivalent. 

God also said to Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: Yahweh, the God of your fathers, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. 
This is My name forever; this is how I am to be remembered in every generation.” 
[Exodus 3:15] 

----------------------------------------- 
 

 



All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable  
for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness,  

so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17  (HCSB) 

 
 

The additional verses which are below 
the Daily Verses will only appear In 
these emails (which are also posted on 
some websites). The current series 
(begun 31 October 2018) of these 
“Additional Verses” takes the Scriptural 
words from the great choral work 
Messiah by Handel and uses them as a 
springboard to examine the context of 
the birth, ministry, character, death, and 
Kingdom of Jesus the Christ. 
 
If you know of others who would like to 
receive these Daily Verses emails – free 
of charge, of course – just have them 
send me their email address.  
I will never allow anyone but me to see or 
to use the email addresses entrusted to 
me, and I will use them only for the 
purpose of these Daily Verses. Promise. 
                                               –GBP2 

How Did All of This Get Started? 
 

In early 2017, I wrote a computer app that 
“knows” all 66 books and 1189 chapters 
which the Bible comprises. When run, it 
selects a totally random chapter in the Bible, 
and keeps track of the ones that have been 
selected. That way, I can work my way 
through all 1189 chapters, without the app 
ever giving me a duplicate. 
 
I first used this for Bible study, and later 
decided that choosing one or more verses 
from each chapter would make a good series 
of Facebook posts. 
 
I began posting them on December 8, 2017, 
and have been doing it daily ever since. I later 
added them to my Twitter account, and am 
now sending them by email, for those who 
prefer to get them this way. 

 

 
 

TO UNSUBSCRIBE: 
If you do not wish to receive these daily emails, please feel free any time to hit “Reply” and tell me. 

I know that mailbox clutter is greatly annoying, and that is certainly not my intention for this! 

 
 
 

 

Research for this publication was assisted by Faithlife Corporation's Logos Bible Software 7. 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB).  
Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible Publishers. 

 
 

ALL NON-BIBLICAL, NON-QUOTED CONTENT © 2018, DR. GROVER B. PROCTOR, JR. 

 
____________ 
 
CREDITS: 

Portrait of G.F. Handel: attrib. Balthasar Denner (1685-1749); National Portrait Gallery, London 
(75 x 63 cm). 

https://www.logos.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Holman-Christian-Standard-Bible-HCSB/#booklist


Portrait of Chas. Jennens: Thomas Hudson (1701-1779); Handel & Hendrix, London (122 x 98 
cm). 

Israel in Egypt banner & Egytian hieroglyphic illustration: Original cover of DG Archiv 
recording which is used here. 

Handel: Israel in Egypt (recording): Archiv Produktion (DG) edition (1971). Heather Harper, 
Patricia Clark, Paul Esswood, Alexander Young, Michael Rippon, Christopher Keyte, Leeds 
Festival Chorus, English Chamber Orchestra, Sir Charles Mackerras, conductor.. 

 
 


