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Today's 5 verses, read in order, are from Amos, prophesying the judgment of God.

a "For Yahweh says to the house of Israel: Seek Me and live!" 
Amos 5:4  (1 of 5 for Feb 20) 

b "The One who made the Pleiades and Orion, who turns darkness into dawn and 
darkens day into night..." 
Amos 5:8  (2 of 5 for Feb 20) 

c "...who summons the waters of the sea and pours them out over the face of the 
earth — Yahweh is His name." 
Amos 5:8  (3 of 5 for Feb 20) 

d "He brings destruction on the strong, and it falls on the stronghold." 
Amos 5:9  (4 of 5 for Feb 20) 

e "They hate the one who convicts the guilty at the city gate and despise the one who 
speaks with integrity." 
Amos 5:10  (5 of 5 for Feb 20) 

__________ 

The Bible verses above are those selected for today  
for my daily posting on both FACEBOOK and TWITTER. 

See also: CHRISTOURPASSOVER.org

(ALL VERSES ARE EXCERPTED FROM THE HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE, HCSB.)

______________________________ 

Additional Verses and Bible Study
Dr. Grover B. Proctor, Jr. 



“I have told you these things so that in Me you may have peace.  
You will have suffering in this world. Be courageous! I have conquered the world.” 
Jesus, quoted in John 16:33

PART 20 

HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE COMMENTARY

[A Pharisee named Gamaliel:] 
“And now, I tell you, stay away from 
these men [Peter and the Apostles] 
and leave them alone. For if this plan 
or this work is of men, it will be 
overthrown; but if it is of God, you will 
not be able to overthrow them. You 
may even be found fighting against 
God.”  
So they were persuaded by him. After 
they called in the apostles and had 
them flogged, they ordered them not to 
speak in the name of Jesus and 
released them.  
Then they went out from the presence 
of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to be dishonored 
on behalf of the Name. Every day in 
the temple complex, and in various 
homes, they continued teaching and 
proclaiming the good news that Jesus 
is the Messiah. 

ACTS 5:38-42 

Those who had been scattered as a 
result of the persecution that started 
because of Stephen made their way as 
far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, 
speaking the message to no one 
except Jews. But there were some of 
them, Cypriot and Cyrenian men, who 
came to Antioch and began speaking 
to the Hellenists, proclaiming the good 
news about the Lord Jesus. The Lord’s 
hand was with them, and a large 
number who believed turned to the 
Lord.  

Yet another view of Christians & Suffering is 
found in several places, particularly in the New 
Testament, in which those who are persecuted for 
the sake of Christ are uplifted by the experience and 
who praise God for that opportunity. 

It may seem strange when we, with 21st century 
ears and sensibilities, hear of these legendary early 
church leaders (Stephen, Peter, Paul, John, and 
others) glorifying God in thanksgiving that they were 
given the opportunity to suffer for His name. 

A very interesting situation occurred in the book of 
Acts, when Peter and several of the Apostles were 
taken before the ruling Sanhedrin to answer serious 
charges relating to their preaching about Christ. 
There was one man in the room who seems to have 
had clear vision and a sound mind that day – the 
famous Pharisee Gamaliel. (You may know of him as 
Paul’s mentor in Paul’s early studies.) 

Speaking so that Peter and others could not hear 
him, he rightly told those assembled that they should 
take great care in how they handled the situation. His 
logic about what the Apostles were doing was 
impeccable: “If this work is of men, it will be 
overthrown. But if it is of God, you will not be able to 
overthrow them. You may even be found fighting 
against God.” So they agree to let Peter and others 
go – but not before having them flogged (!!) and 
warned against further preaching about Jesus the 
Messiah. 

It is written that the men left “rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to be dishonored on behalf of 
the Name.” 

Another passage in Acts references the 
persecution of the early Christians in Jerusalem, 
which caused many of them to scatter. Were they 
downhearted, dismayed, deflated because of their 
sufferings? According to Luke, it caused them to 



Then the report about them was heard 
by the church that was at Jerusalem, 
and they sent out Barnabas to travel 
as far as Antioch. When he arrived and 
saw the grace of God, he was glad and 
encouraged all of them to remain true 
to the Lord with a firm resolve of the 
heart, for he was a good man, full of 
the Holy Spirit and of faith. And large 
numbers of people were added to the 
Lord. 

ACTS 11:19-24 

I, John, your brother and partner in the 
tribulation, kingdom, and endurance 
that are in Jesus, was on the island 
called Patmos because of God’s word 
and the testimony about Jesus. I was 
in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I 
heard a loud voice behind me like a 
trumpet saying, “Write on a scroll what 
you see …” 
[Note: some scholars are coming to believe 
that, in this passage, when John says he 
was “in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,” that he 
is referring to experiencing a vision of 
spiritual things in the Day of the Lord. The 
Day of the Lord, spoken of frequently in 
both the OT and NT is a specific time 
prophesied at the end of the age, just prior 
to the return of Christ. Because John’s 
vision deals with exactly this time period, it 
is much more likely that he was referring to 
this future event – not the first day of the 
week.”] 

REVELATION 1:9-11 

redouble their efforts, and they were responsible for 
“a large number who believed and turned to the 
Lord.” 

And finally, there is the exile John, the “one whom 
Jesus loved,” who wrote Revelation, his most famous 
work, while banished to the island of Patmos. 

He begins with the familiar passage in which he 
calls himself our “brother and partner in the 
tribulation, kingdom, and endurance that are in 
Jesus.” Note that he groups all of these together. 
Tribulation (suffering), as we have seen, often begins 
at the time of our conversion to Christ. Like John and 
the others, this calls for endurance through the trials, 
in order to reach the goal of being with the Lord 
forever. 

Are we called on to experience and endure what 
many of these early Christians went through? We 
read of similar, horrible persecutions of our brothers 
and sisters in Christ in other parts of the world, but as 
yet it is not a daily part of Christian life in America. 

But when suffering for (or because of) our faith in 
Christ does happen in the future, at whatever level 
and to whatever degree, what do the above 
examples tell us? Are we ready and willing to work 
our way through (endure) them, all the while praising 
God that we have been found worthy to suffer for His 
name? 

There will come a time when the persecutions will 
intensify. It is prophesied. Will our praise of God also 
increase in spirit and magnitude as a result? Will we, 
like the early evangelists, redouble our efforts on 
behalf of Christ’s work in this world? Or will we do 
what the enemies of the Father wish – let our 
sufferings deflate our will and evaporate our 
commitment to God? 

Perhaps it is time to decide and act now, rather 
than waiting to see how we feel then. 

-----------------------------------------

TO DATE: THIS STUDY HAS EXAMINED  76  BIBLICAL PASSAGES IN  20  LESSONS. 

----------------------------------------- 

USAGE OF THE NAME OF GOD IN THESE VERSES AND STUDIES 

As I do in all my Daily and Additional Verses, whenever an OT passage 
contains the four-letter Name of God  יהוה  (transliteration: YHVH or YHWH), 
I change the translation from The LORD to Yahweh. (Yahweh seems to be the 
most common transliteration of the name, but I have recently come across 
some very persuasive arguments that the name was originally Yehovah.) 

I don’t make this change for reasons of doctrine (or because I think 
my prayers won’t be heard if I don’t pronounce God’s name correctly!) – but 
simply because in the original Hebrew context, the word is a proper name.
(See Exodus 3:15 below.)  

And as such, I believe to read the text in a way that uses a proper 
name (and not a title, like Lord) conveys more accurate information. Paul told 
us that “All Scripture is inspired by God,” and so why wouldn’t we want to 
read it the way He inspired it? While it is true that the correct pronunciation 



of YHWH has been lost, “Yahweh” is probably our era’s most commonly used 
equivalent.

God also said to Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: Yahweh, the God 
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever; this is how I 
am to be remembered in every generation.” 

Exodus 3:15 
----------------------------------------- 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable 
for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness,  
so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17 (HCSB)

If you know of others who would like to receive these Daily Verses emails –
free of charge, of course – just have them send me their email address.  
I will never allow anyone but me to see or to use the email addresses 
entrusted to me, and I will use them only for the purpose of these Daily 
Verses. Promise. 
                                               –GBP2 

TO UNSUBSCRIBE: 
If you do not wish to receive these daily emails, please feel free any time to hit “Reply” and tell me. 
I know that mailbox clutter is greatly annoying, and that is certainly not my intention for this! 

Research for this publication was assisted by Faithlife Corporation's Logos Bible Software 7. 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB). 
Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible Publishers.

ALL NON-BIBLICAL, NON-QUOTED CONTENT © 2019, DR. GROVER B. PROCTOR, JR. 


